In the Office Action the claims were rejected as being obvious in view of a 
combination of the disclosures of the previously cited Hashimoto and Yoneyama references. In 
response, the sole independent Claim 1 has been amended and all of the clams are believed to be 
allowable over those references for the reasons given below. 

In particular, amended Claim 1 may be characterized as providing a 
differential between a first signal of a reset level of the amplification transistor; and a second 
signal derived by adding a signal of one photodiode to the first signal; and a third signal derived 
by adding a signal of another photodiode to the second signal. 

Further in this regard, it is respectfully submitted that Yoneyama fails to 
disclose such an addition of the different pixel signals like the present invention. Accordingly, 
even by " continuously adding signal values until each signal reaches a certain level" in 
Yoneyama, the signal derived by addition of another photodiode signal according to the present 
invention cannot be obtained thereby. 

For these various reasons, it is believed that the above-identified 
amendments to Claim 1, as well as the filing herewith of a Request for Continued Examination, 
are sufficient to place this application in condition for the issuance of a Notice of Allowance. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge fees or credit 
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-3939. 



Applicant's undersigned attorney may be reached in our New York office 
by telephone at (212) 218-2100. All correspondence should continue to be directed to our 
address given below. 



Respectfully submitted, 



/John A. Krause/ 

John A. Krause 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 24,613 

FITZPATRICK, CELLA, HARPER & SCINTO 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, New York 101 12-3801 
Facsimile: (212)218-2200 
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